
The November 2006 issue of Keywords marks 
the debut of the expanded version of the Golden 
Key Newsletter, available now in print as well as 
online. Starting this year, Keywords will be a col-
laboration between the Golden Key executive 
board, the Keywords writing team, as well as all 
general members. We are pleased to invite all 
members to contribute to specified sections of 
the newsletter. The purpose of Keywords is to 
serve Golden Key members on the University of 

our Community Service Competition will benefit 
our local community. 

W e w ill have our annual P rofessional S choolõs 
Night for everyone who wants to learn more 
about attending Graduate school and this Janu-
ary, we will be launching our first ever Career 
Week! Of course, we will still hold our great social 
events that include Casino Night, Rock Climbing 
and Pub Nights. 

With so many different events planned this year, 
I hope that I will have the opportunity to meet 
you at some of our gatherings. Everyone is 
pressed for time, but if you are a Golden Key 
member who has never quite gotten involved, 
now is the time! Whether you come out to an 
event, or want to lend a hand, you are always 
welcome!  
             
             Sincerely,  
   Lilian Lau 
   President 2006/07  

Dear Members,   

Another school year has begun and it is another 
exciting year for Golden Key! As Golden Key 
members, you all place a high importance on 
academic excellence. As the Golden Key Chapter 
at the University of Toronto, we fully support our 
members as they strive to achieve their goals, 
whether academic or otherwise. As a result, our 
great team of executive and committee members 
have worked hard this year to plan for some 
great events, both old favourites and some new 
exciting opportunities! 

Some of our great educational outreach pro-
grams still include the Prime Mentors of Canada 
and Adopt-A-School. We were very excited to 
launch the Golden Keys to Health pilot study at 
th e H ospital for S ick K idõs last year and it is only 
getting larger this year. For Christmas, we will be 
getting involved with Operation Christmas Child 
as well as visits to the Scott Mission. Our Better 
World Books drive continues to make a positive 
impact on underprivileged children in Africa and 
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Toronto campus, so your ideas for the newslet-
ter, as well as creative writing talents, are of 
great value to us.   
 
To learn how to get involved, send an e-mail to 
keywords@gkutoronto.com. I hope to read and 
publish your works in the near future!  
 
   Vincent Lau 
   Editor-in-chief 
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B E T T E R  W O R L D  B O O K S 

cil). York U niversityõs book-drive will be 
focused on collecting Science text books 
along with other literary materials spe-
cifically for schools in Somalia while ACE 
and SAC have offered to donate all of 
their unsold books to our book-drive this 
year. Moreover, last summer both St. 
George and UTM SAC also generously 
donated to us hundreds of textbooks. 
The collected books usually go directly to 
Africa or they are sold online to raise 
funds for covering shipment costs. The 
books are shipped in units of 25,000 in 
20-foot sea containers, where each con-
tainer costs U.S. $9,500. Thus, shipping 
is the program õs largest expense. As 
such, Better Worlds Books not only sup-
plies Books for Africa with post secon-
dary books, but also serves as a source 
of funding for the program. In fact, since 
2003, the year when Better World Books 
began working with Books For Africa they 
h ave becom e B FAõs largest single source 
of funding, providing over $900,000. 
 
Please, join us in this incredible opportu-
nity to contribute to the social develop-
ment and personal empowerment of the 
African population through literacy.  We 
need volunteers to help us package 
books and make them ready for ship-
ping.  We also greatly appreciate your 
donations of used textbooks to BWB at 
any of the college drop-off boxes posi-
tioned around campus (St. George cam-
pus: Sidney Smith, McLennan Physics, 
Victoria C ollege and U TM õs S tudentsõ 
Center). In an effort to supply the most 
academically sound and accurate literary 

materials we can, we ask that academic 
journals, mass-market paperbacks, ency-
clopedias, childrenõs books and texts 
with a copyright date older than 1998 be 
withheld. In cases when we do receive 
such materials, we donate them to New 
C ollegeõs M ELAB  (Michigan English Lan-
guage Assessment Battery) or Goodwill. 
If you would like more information on 
how you can take part in this activity, 
please contact Elena Kuzmin at 
elena.kuzmin@gkutoronto.com for more 
details. 

 

Elena Kuzmin 
Better World Books Chair, 
Co-Vice President of St. George Campus 

Natalie Merglesky 
Better World Books Vice-Chair, 
Volunteers Opportunities Chair 

Since February 2006, the University of 
Torontoõs chapter of G olden K ey Interna-
tional Honour Society has partnered with 
Better World Books (BWB), an organiza-
tion that specializes in campus book-
drives and utilizes the value of used 
college books to support non-profit liter-
acy initiatives world wide.  Our chapter 
has chosen to focus on a division of 
BWB called Books for Africa. Books for 
Africa (www.BooksforAfrica.org) is the 
w orldõs largest shipper of donated books 
to the African continent. Since 1988, 
Books for Africa has shipped over 13 
million books in an effort to help supply 
the literary materials needed to effec-
tively run school curriculums and ade-
quately stock libraries throughout Africa.  
D u ring last yearõs spring and sum m er 
terms GKUT collected and shipped over 
2000 books, which are equivalent to 
stocking 4 entire schools in Tanzania. 
These figures make us the second larg-
est book-drive in North-eastern North 
Am erica and one of B W B õs top 2 0  par-
ticipants. Each semester Better World 
Books (www.BetterWorldBooks.com) 
receives on average 25 boxes from each 
student organization, but our group has 
already packaged and sent 24 boxes 
during the first few months of the fall 
semester. 
 
Recently, GKUT has also been involved 
with helping to establish BWB book-
drives for Africa at York University, in 
addition to acquiring the support of ACE 
(Advancing Canadian Entrepreneurship) 
an d S AC  (S tudentsõ Adm inistrative C oun-
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Our first pub night took place on Sept. 
22nd at Ferret and Firkin. Many execu-
tives came out to this exciting event and 
some new members joined us. The at-

mosphere was great and the food and 
the drinks were fabulous. This was a 
great chance for everybody to mingle, 
network, and have fun.  Look out for 

details about the winter term pub night! 
 
Kelly  Kim 
Social Coordinator 

http://www.booksforafrica.org/

